RISK ASSESSMENT No: F
HAZARD: USE OF HAND AND POWER TOOLS

NATURE OF WORK: 
· Hand tools are used to cut, pierce or strike. They include hammers, chisels, screwdrivers, spanners, files, bow-saws, pruning/long handled pruning saws, scythes, loppers, secateurs, axes, billhooks, slashers, sickles, crowbars, shovels, spades, forks, rakes, picks, mattocks, mauls, and battery operated site tools such as drills.
· They can be used for a variety of purposes such as timberwork, vegetation cutting and digging. 
· Power tools are used for various works but in particular, carpentry.

HAZARDS: 
· Electrocution
· Loading and unloading
· Struck during use
· Contact with sharp edges and blades
· Vibration
· Slip, trip or fall 

THOSE AT RISK: 
· Operator
· Other workers 
· Path users 

POSSIBLE RESULTS: 
· Cuts, abrasions, and bruising
· Broken bones 
· Death

PPE TO BE WORN: 
· Gloves/gauntlets (ideally complying with EN388).
· Non-snag outer clothing. 
· Protective boots with good grip, ankle support and reinforced toe-cap (complying with EN 345-1).

CONTROL MEASURES: 
· Tools must be used and maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.
· Tools must not be used for jobs that they were not intended for.
· Before use, check the site for any natural or man-made hazards such as wasp nests, hidden ditches or walls etc.
· Tools must be carried and passed between persons, using a protective casing where available and with the sharpest edge facing away from the body.
· Ensure a safe working area is maintained between operative, ideally 5 metres.
· Cease work when approached by a path user and allow safe passage. 
· Do not use electrical power tools in the rain.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]When carrying out the work, avoid static load at the shoulder or arm due to the continuous holding of a tool at a raised position or the gripping of a heavy tool for long periods. Take up a firm stance; have enough space to swing any cutting tool safely; avoid awkward wrist angles whilst using tools such as secateurs or pliers, etc.
